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Syllabus –Chemistry  
Instructor:  Mr. Maxwell
Email address: ryan.maxwell@leonagroup.com
I.  Course Summary
Welcome to CHEMISTRY!  In this class, you will participate in a number of activities including labs, demonstrations, group activities, discussions, lectures, quizzes, and tests.  This class is designed to help you see how chemical principles and concepts are developed from experimental observations and data, and how these principles can be used to explain phenomena in daily life as well as in the laboratory.  In other words the goal of this class is to help you learn a little more about how the world around you works and to appreciate how all of the pieces of your life are interrelated. This course is academically demanding, with a high degree of self-discipline and responsibility expected of the students (which I am sure all of you possess().  For any questions please see the following class website and click on the chemistry tab for this specific class.  You will find course information, fun link, anything science, class calendar and digital copies of assignments. 

· Course Website: http://mrmaxwellchem.weebly.com/

II. Aims and Objectives 
Chemistry aims to introduce students by inquiry and cooperative learning to the interconnectedness of science and life. Students will become aware of how science and scientists work in the real world.  Students will focus on developing the skills to understand and communicate scientific ideas effectively, by reading, writing and talking the language of science.  We will also focus on local and global scientific issues while allowing student reflection of their roles and responsibilities dealing with these issues.  We will cover atomic structure, electron configuration, bonding, naming, chemical reactions and much more throughout the year.
III. Text/Materials Needed  

Textbook: We will utilize a classroom set of texts as well as various other printed materials.
Materials:  You need to bring each of the following to class each day! 
· PENCIL/PEN AND PAPER

· Notebook/folder  for Think and Do                                                                                  

· SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR (if student possessed their own)
· Your notebook should be a 3-ring type, with dividers for the following categories: Notes, Assignments, Labs, Quizzes

IV.  Expectations  

· Be prompt … You should be in your seat working on the warm up question(s) when the bell rings.  

· Be prepared … This includes bringing all of you materials to class every day, completing all assignments by the required due date, participating in class activities, and completing make up work in a timely fashion.

· Be polite … Students are expected to be respectful to each other and to the instructor (myself or a substitute) both inside the classroom and in the hall.  This includes respecting school property, others' belongings, and the thoughts and feelings of others.  

· Be professional ... This includes turning in neat and legible work.  This also includes safe and appropriate laboratory behavior as outlined in the lab safety agreement.  Any inappropriate conduct or misuse of laboratory materials will result in a failing grade for the lab and a second misuse will result in a meeting with parents.
· Be proactive … Students are expected to be responsible for their learning.  This includes utilizing resources for help, asking questions, and stating concerns.  You are also responsible for keeping up to date with online grades, if there is a mistake you are responsible to notify me within two weeks of the assignment/test/quiz. If you notify me later than two weeks past the assignment/test/quiz, the score will not be changed.
· Due to the nature of this course, limited food, drink, or gum are allowed in the classroom, especially on lab days.  Water is allowed during class time.
· Phones are only allowed in school-designated zones.  Improper use of phones will result in discipline as stated in student handbook.
Failure to follow any of the behavior expectations will result in verbal warnings, loss of points, detentions, parent conferences, removal from class, and/or office referrals.
V.  Methods of Assessment/Grading Policy  
Grading Rationale: Your semester grade will be weighted as follows. The grading scale can be found in your student handbook. Labs will be assessed with two grades; one for participation/behavior during lab and the other part will be graded as a quiz grade for lab reports.
	Category
	Percent of Semester Grade

	Participation/Attendance
	10%

	Classwork/Homework
	20%

	Quizzes
	20%

	Cumulative/Tests
	50%


VI. Important Information  
Attendance and Absences: 
If you are absent:

· It is your responsibility to find out what you missed by checking what was assigned by contacting me, checking the class website (www.mrmaxwellchem.weebly.com) or  “Phone a friend.”  (I should be your last resort to ask)

· Homework due the next class is still due for you. If you were assigned homework, but absent when it was due it is expected your first day back.
· You must arrange a make-up day for any lab activity that was missed.  All labs must be made-up within two weeks of your absence. Otherwise, you will receive a zero on the missed assignment.
· You must make up tests/quizzes and turn in any lab work due the day you return to class. 
· You must make up the test/quiz within one week of the date it was given. 
· If you missed the review day, it still means you take the test!
· Refer to student handbook for more information.
Discipline:  See student code of conduct.
Tardy:  If you are not sitting in your seat at the time of the bell, you will be marked tardy.
Homework: You will have homework assignments almost every day.  These assignments will either be collected and graded or graded the day the assignment is due for completion points.  Completion points will only be rewarded if the assignment is completed.  Most homework will be completion grades but some will be graded for accuracy as well. No late work will be accepted after a unit has been completed.
Labs: Lab work is essential to this course. You will be given a lab safety contract to read through, understand, and sign.  If you miss a lab it is mandatory that you make it up on your own time (within one week).  Lab write ups will differ for each lab, make sure you understand what is expected.  You are expected to come to each lab prepared (I recommend keeping close toed shoes in your locker).  Lab participation will be determined based completion and submission of all assigned work, maintenance of a 75% or high positive behavior rating in Class Dojo and completion of any assigned pre-lab work.  Students meeting these criteria will be eligible to actively participate in lab activities. 
Cellphone Policy: Cellphone use during class is not allowed.  WE will follow the school policy in the student handbook. At times I will allow cellphone use but I will notify students when it is appropriate.

Cheating: Cheating on any assignment in the class will not be tolerated.  This includes, but is not limited to, copying material during tests, quizzes, projects, labs, homework, and plagiarism.  Any student (or students) caught cheating will receive an automatic ZERO on that assignment. Cheating on any assignment, quiz, or test will result in an automatic zero, notification to the principal/assistant principal, and a phone call home. This could seriously affect your overall grade in the class.  
Hall Passes: You will be given as needed/required but will not be abused.
Extra Credit: Limited extra credit will be given throughout the school year and will be announced when it is available. 
Student/Lab Safety Contract
Student Name _______________________________________________________  Class Period __________

I, ____________________________________________, _______________ recognize that the laboratory is a safe place in 

                           (Print name)                                        
          (Class)

which to work and learn if I conduct myself in a responsible manner.  I agree to assume responsibility for my own safety and for the safety of my classmates and teacher.  I agree to follow the safety guidelines discussed in class and set forth in the safety video.

I understand the importance of following Mr. Maxwell’s instructions at all times.  In addition, I will abide by the following rules/guidelines:

1. If at all possible, I will avoid wearing contacts.  I also understand that if I do wear contacts, I do so at my own risk.

2. I will not touch any equipment, chemicals or other materials in the lab area until instructed to do so.

3. I will handle all laboratory equipment properly and with safety in mind.

4. I will ask for assistance if I do not understand how to properly use a piece of equipment.

5. I will not point the open end of a heated test tube at myself or anyone else.

6. I will remember that hot glass looks the same as cool glass.

7. I will learn the location and proper use of safety equipment in the lab.

8. I will report any accidents (no matter how trivial they may seem) to Mr. Maxwell immediately.

9. After each investigation is completed I will:

a. Turn off the water

b. Disconnect all electrical equipment

c. Dispose of chemicals properly, as directed by Mr. Maxwell.

d. Return all equipment and materials to their appropriate places

e. Clean up my own mess

10. I will be removed from the lab and receive no credit for the work missed if my behavior endangers the safety of myself and/or others.

Here at ABT Melvindale, we feel that you should be informed regarding the school’s effort to create and maintain a safe science classroom/laboratory environment.  With the cooperation of the instructors, parents, and students, a safety instruction program can eliminate, prevent, and correct possible hazards.  You should be aware of the safety instructions your child will receive before engaging in any laboratory work.  Please read through both the grading rationale (syllabus) and safety contract above.  No student will be permitted to perform laboratory activities unless this contract is signed by a parent or guardian and on file with the teacher.  Your signature on this contract indicates that you have read both the syllabus and lab safety contract and will instruct your child to uphold his/her agreement to follow these rules and procedures. Please see http://mrmaxwellchem.weebly.com/ for questions.
Student Signature ____________________________________________________ Date_______________
Parent / Guardian Signature _____________________________________________ Date _______________

Home Phone ________________________________Cell Phone ____________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________________

Special Comments:

Student Contact Log

Date

Contact Person

Reason



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


